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Mr Vincent Catania; Mr Albert Jacob 

KIMBERLEY REGION — CONSERVATION INITIATIVES 

651. Mr V.A. CATANIA to the Minister for Environment: 
I am aware that the state government is making an unprecedented investment in the Kimberley region with 
conservation initiatives and new infrastructure to encourage sustainable tourism. Could the minister please 
update the house on the most recent of these developments? 

Mr A.P. JACOB replied: 
I thank the member for North West Central for this question. Although a lot of the focus of the Kimberley 
science and conservation strategy is on the scale of the expansion of the conservation estate in terms of both 
marine parks and terrestrial national parks, a big part of the reason for this program is about not only creating 
conservation areas—as important as that; that is its centrepiece—but also, critically, unlocking the tourism 
potential of that region of the Kimberley, particularly the nature-based tourism potential of the Kimberley. Given 
the remoteness of much of the Kimberley region and these conservation areas, accessibility is absolutely the key 
to unlock the tourism potential of this region. Accessibility will also ultimately mean economic activity in those 
regions. Accessibility will ultimately mean jobs for traditional owners on country throughout the Kimberley. In 
particular, this government has been funding tourism infrastructure throughout the Kimberley, but I want to 
particularly focus today on two projects that the Department of Parks and Wildlife has been doing around 
Kalumburu Road and Gibb River Road. 

The Department of Parks and Wildlife, in conjunction with the traditional owners of that region, have undertaken 
works on a 200-kilometre stretch of road to improve tourist visitor facilities throughout, and matching that with 
conservation protection. By providing good visitor facilities, we also get enhanced conservation protection 
outcomes, as visitors are less likely to stray off the provided tracks and roads. This area of the Kimberley—Gibb 
River Road in particular—provides the main access route to Mitchell Plateau, Carson River station, 
Drysdale River station and, of course, Kalumburu, the northern-most settlement in Western Australia, with 
attractions such as Mitchell Falls in that region. Of particular note is the $800 000 upgrade of the King Edward 
River crossing, which also included a new day-use area, a new car park, sun shades and hybrid toilets. This work 
was done in conjunction with traditional owners. This work not only provides for future tourism and workplace 
opportunities, but also is being done with, in this instance, the Wunambal Gaambera rangers—they are on 
country—who have also installed a boardwalk around the historic and well-known Mermaid Tree. 
Kalumburu Road has also been upgraded, with the provision of toilets and day-use facilities located at the 
intersection of Gibb River Road and Kalumburu Road. 

Since 2011, this government has spent more than $5.8 million on upgrading visitor infrastructure and tourism 
road infrastructure, including at Purnululu National Park, a World Heritage–listed area, at Windjana Gorge and 
at Geikie Gorge.  
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